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Contributor : Kristina

Kristina is a Tokyo-based non-Japanese influencer.
Through her posts and articles, she presents to her
readers and viewers the charms of Japanese culture
and traveling in Japan, from her particular
perspective as a non-Japanese long-time resident.
She enjoys introducing locations known only to the

Japanese.
Her reach is growing considerably and she currently
has over 250,000 followers.

Instagram account: sugalenin
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Trying =5 mastas the rocess of making senka £ was super bard |

Visitors can slsa particinste in hands-on warkshops 1o create their fragrant
treasures, such as the nisibukurs (fragrance pouch). These pauches, used in
Japan for centuries, are tucked int kimana sleeves or hung in roams 1o enjoy =
subtle, lang-lasting scent. Filled with a blend of fragrant herbs, woads, and
incenze powders, 2 nisibukurs can maintsin itz aroma for weeks or even
manths
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‘ome of these puppets are mors than & meter tall, 50 | was genuinely surprised
vhen the puppet master, Yoshida Hironosuke, placed one next to me for 3

sicture—it looked aimost lifelike! just look &t my surprised face!
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The History and Significance of Kawara

Kawara tiles were intraduced to Japan from China approximately 1,400 years
=go. during the Asuks period (593-710 AD}. However, around 400 years ago.
kawara production began to flourish on Awaji Island during the early Edo pericd.
Legend has it that a master craftsman named Kiyomizu Rihei was invited to
produce tiles for the construction of Yurs Castle, marking the start of the island’s
rich history with this craft.
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Japan fraquently faced devastating fires during this time, as traditional wooden
roofiops were highly lammable. Kawara, with its fire-resistant properties,
affered a practical and beautiful solution, significantly reducing the risk of
destruction. This innovation protected cities snd elevated the architectursl
sesthetics of shrines, temples. and homes across the country.

Today, Awsji Island remains ene of Japan's top three producers of kowara, 3
testament to the enduring quality and cultural significance of these tiles. Avji
kawara is known for its ibushi {smaked) finish, which gives the tiles their
distinctive silvery-gray hue—s calor naw synonymous with traditional fapanese
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