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Gujarat developed with light industries such as cotton
fabrics, and currently, industries such as petrochemical
industry, pharmaceutical industry, and manufacturing
industry of automobiles and machinery are gathered
here.
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Located between Delhi and Mumbai, Gujarat forms a
part of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC)
and has a steppe climate with little rainfall throughout
the year.

Mahatma Gandhi Statue in Gandhinagar
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State of Gujarat

Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park
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Gujarat is famous as the birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi,
leader of the Indian independence movement. The
state’s capital Gandhinagar means the “town of
Gandhi.” Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi devel-
oped a business support system for building infrastruc-
ture and attracting foreign investment when he was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat, and the state experienced a
dramatic development. In particular, there has been a
remarkable development in manufacturing industries
with the entry of Maruti Suzuki, Ford, GM, Tata Motors,
Bosch, and Siemens. Further development of the state is
expected with the progress of the DMIC. Incidentally,
the state of Gujarat is also known as the only state in
India where drinking alcohol is prohibited by the state
law (permits are issued to foreigners).
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Many Indian people including those from Gujarat live in Hyogo Pre-
fecture and have formed an Indian community. When Gujarat was
hit by the 2001 Guijarat earthquake, Hyogo Prefecture implemented
the "school project” to support rebuilding of schools in Gujarat with
the people’s donations and started exchange. Since then, starting
with mutual visits by the leaders, the two regions have developed
exchange in a variety of fields, including the acceptance of person-
nel undergoing training for disaster risk reduction, and youth ex-
change. Against this background, the “Memorandum of Under-
standing on Mutual Cooperation between Hyogo Prefecture and
Gujarat, India” was signed in the presence of Prime Minister Abe and
Prime Minister Modi on November 12, 2016. The two regions have
been promoting further exchange including mutual dispatch of
friendship exchange groups led by the regions’ leaders and eco-
nomic exchange delegations.



